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From: Maria Flaherty <mflaherty@fuesd.k12.ca.us>
To: nancyfetzerl@yahoo.com

Sent: Sat, March 20, 2010 4:05:31 PM

Subject: San Onofre School

Hi Nancy,

When we had our last training in December, I told you that our school was applying
for the Distinguished School Award an that one of our signature practices was your
writing program. Since then, we have received a visit from a validation team. They
recommended that we receive the award. So, unofficially, we have it. We just need to
wait for the state to officially announce the winners.

While the team was visiting, they were very impressed with their observations of writ-
ing lessons. The one comment I wanted to share with you was, "Whenever we inter-
viewed a student about their writing program, their faces lit up with excitement. They
obviously enjoy the program and appear to have developed a clear understanding of
the writing process."

I thought you'd appreciate this.

Maria Flaherty

California Department of Education

California School Recognition Program

2010 Distinguished Elementary School Application

Part Il
Signature Practice 2 Narrative

Nancy Fetzer Writing

The Nancy Fetzer Writing Program is a standards-aligned, evidenced based program that
provides instruction and support for all levels of learners as they progress from oral language
development, to sentence writing, and, eventually, to paragraph writing. It begins by teaching
students in kindergarten the “secret formulas” for stories. It continues through grade 8 where
students are taught the sophisticated styles of persuasive writing and response to literature.
Skills are explicitly and sequentially taught. Instruction includes visual clues and prompts to
assist students through the writing process. Lessons incorporate “total physical response,”
which benefits all students, but, especially, students with learning difficulties, attention
difficulties, and language deficits. These activities help to scaffold, support, and eventually
develop successful writers.

Fallbrook Union Elementary School District began providing workshops presented by Nancy
Fetzer in 2006. Teachers who attended these initial trainings were attracted to the kid-friendly,
fun, and effective literacy techniques. Soon, “Movie Script”’ lessons began appearing in San
Onofre classrooms school wide. Eventually, all teachers were trained in both narrative and
expository writing strategies. San Onofre now has a Fetzer writing coach for K-3, plus grade
level leaders to provide support and guidance with the writing program. As new teachers join
the staff, training DVDs are available to introduce them to the program and let them experience
the demonstration lessons done in actual classrooms. Grade level leaders and coaches use
the PLC process to further their understanding and development of the writing lessons.
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One of the major strengths in Fetzer writing is the use of “lecture notes” for both narrative
stories in reading, and also expository stories in science and social studies. The lecture notes
enhance comprehension in all subjects and make effective use of time by fusing writing into
core subjects. Douglas Reeves, in the “90/90/90 Schools” report, found one common
characteristic in successful, disadvantaged schools was an emphasis on nonfiction writing.
According to Reeves, “Students process information in a much clearer way.” He continues,
“They ‘write to think’ and, thus, gain the opportunity to clarify their own thought processes.”

Fetzer writing is now the core writing program in all classes, K-8. This provides the students
with a seamless transition and sequence of instruction as they move through the grades. |t
also enables grade levels to have a common background when discussing and comparing
writing progress and strategies. Additionally, it encourages cross grade level discussions
which assists teachers in adapting writing activities to match the writing levels of all students,
including the advanced writer and the developing writer.

Fallbrook Union Elementary School District has embraced this writing program and has
assisted grade levels in developing writing assessments and rubrics that match the
instructional practices of Fetzer writing. Writing assessments are now a normal part of the
instruction process not only in writing, but in science and social studies as well.

3. Results of the Practice

Students at San Onofre School have made significant advances in reading and literacy
achievement after implementing Reading Pals, Six Minute Solutions, and Nancy Fetzer Writing
strategies previously described. For example, the percentage of students scoring proficient or
advanced in the STAR language arts test has increased in grades 2 ~ 8 from 60% in 2006 to
68% in 2009. Similar gains have been achieved in student writing achievement. Particularly,
the 4™ and 7™ grade STAR writing test results have increased as follows:

CST 7™ Grade Writing Scores
Percentage of Student Scores

Combined Scores 2006 2007 2008 2009
8 0 14 37 35
6 18 63 54 28
4 69 20 ) 25
2 12 2 (5} 0
CST 4" Grade Writing Scores
Percentage of Student Scores
Combined Scores 2006 2007 2008 2009
8 0 0 & 4
6 16} 19 42 20
4 77 77 52 63
3 1 0 0 0
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Subgroup data also supports significant gains in language arts mastery. For example, from
2006 to 2009, African American subgroup language arts proficiency scores 2"-8" grade
improved from 41% to 85%; socioeconomically disadvantaged subgroup language arts
proficiency scores 2"%-8" grade data improved from 43% up to 65%. As previously mentioned,
the targeted literacy interventions are designed to assist all students, but are particularly
enabling to those underserved students in significant subgroups. Clearly, the San Onofre
school-wide literacy strategies are working.

Other, unanticipated benefits are being reaped by increased literacy achievement at San
Onofre School. Due to intense literacy interventions, students are now performing better
across the board, in all subject areas as reading comprehension, fluency rates, and writing
proficiency improves. For example, in 2006 53% of 8" grade students scored proficient or
advanced on the social studies STAR test. In 2009, 71% scored proficient or advanced.
Likewise, student achievement increased on the g grade science STAR test: from 70%
proficient in 2006, to 86% in 2009. Clear evidence exists, therefore, that school wide literacy
strategies adopted in the elementary school are significantly improving achievement in all
grade levels, in all academic subjects for all children of San Onofre School.
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