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From: Maria Flaherty <mflaherty@fuesd.k12.ca.us>
To: nancyfetzer1@yahoo.com
Sent: Sat, March 20, 2010 4:05:31 PM
Subject: San Onofre School

Hi Nancy,
When we had our last training in December, I told you that our school was applying
for the Distinguished School Award an that one of our signature practices was your
writing program.  Since then, we have received a visit from a validation team.  They
recommended that we receive the award.  So, unofficially, we have it.  We just need to
wait for the state to officially announce the winners. 
While the team was visiting, they were very impressed with their observations of writ-
ing lessons.  The one comment I wanted to share with you was, "Whenever we inter-
viewed a student about their writing program, their faces lit up with excitement.  They
obviously enjoy the program and appear to have developed a clear understanding of
the writing process."
I thought you'd appreciate this.
Maria Flaherty

From:
Carolyn Garcia <CGarcia@ewcsd.org>
View Contact
To: Nancy Fetzer <nancyfetzer1@yahoo.com>; Carley Goodman
<CGoodman@ewcsd.org>; Brooke Browne <BBrowne@ewcsd.org>; Michelle Hamilton
<MHamilton@ewcsd.org>; "dp1018@pacbell.net (dp1018@pacbell.net)" <dp1018@pac-
bell.net>

The team has validated our Signature Practices and is recommending La Colima as a
Distinguished School to State Superintendent, Jack O’Connell.

This honor has come to us in part because of what you have done to train and support
us through the years and we want to take this opportunity to thank you from the bot-
tom of our hearts. 

Sincerely,
The La Colima Staff
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week.  The familiar saying, “Practice makes perfect,” has a strong research base with repeated 
reading.  The timed results are graphed by the students after each session.  An optional 
component to the program is an incorporation of comprehension strategies and summary 
writing at the end of the week.  Each typical intervention session takes roughly six minutes. 
 
Developing fluent readers enables the students to complete class work and homework in less 
time and more accurately.  Again, research indicates a high correlation between reading 
comprehension and reading fluency.  For struggling readers of all ages, reading becomes 
more pleasurable as fluency increases, resulting in increases to student reading ability. 
 
Nancy Fetzer Writing 
 
The Nancy Fetzer Writing Program is a standards-aligned, evidenced based program that 
provides instruction and support for all levels of learners as they progress from oral language 
development, to sentence writing, and, eventually, to paragraph writing.  It begins by teaching 
students in kindergarten the “secret formulas” for stories.  It continues through grade 8 where 
students are taught the sophisticated styles of persuasive writing and response to literature.  
Skills are explicitly and sequentially taught.  Instruction includes visual clues and prompts to 
assist students through the writing process.  Lessons incorporate “total physical response,” 
which benefits all students, but, especially, students with learning difficulties, attention 
difficulties, and language deficits.  These activities help to scaffold, support, and eventually 
develop successful writers. 
 
Fallbrook Union Elementary School District began providing workshops presented by Nancy 
Fetzer in 2006.  Teachers who attended these initial trainings were attracted to the kid-friendly, 
fun, and effective literacy techniques.  Soon, “Movie Script” lessons began appearing in San 
Onofre classrooms school wide.  Eventually, all teachers were trained in both narrative and 
expository writing strategies.  San Onofre now has a Fetzer writing coach for K-3, plus grade 
level leaders to provide support and guidance with the writing program.  As new teachers join 
the staff, training DVDs are available to introduce them to the program and let them experience 
the demonstration lessons done in actual classrooms.  Grade level leaders and coaches use 
the PLC process to further their understanding and development of the writing lessons. 
 
One of the major strengths in Fetzer writing is the use of “lecture notes” for both narrative 
stories in reading, and also expository stories in science and social studies.  The lecture notes 
enhance comprehension in all subjects and make effective use of time by fusing writing into 
core subjects.  Douglas Reeves, in the “90/90/90 Schools” report, found one common 
characteristic in successful, disadvantaged schools was an emphasis on nonfiction writing.  
According to Reeves, “Students process information in a much clearer way.”  He continues, 
“They ‘write to think’ and, thus, gain the opportunity to clarify their own thought processes.” 
 
Fetzer writing is now the core writing program in all classes, K-8.  This provides the students 
with a seamless transition and sequence of instruction as they move through the grades.  It 
also enables grade levels to have a common background when discussing and comparing 
writing progress and strategies.  Additionally, it encourages cross grade level discussions 
which assists teachers in adapting writing activities to match the writing levels of all students, 
including the advanced writer and the developing writer.  
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