Genre Charts

Purpose: There are four full-color Genre Charts to display the major genres for printed
material: Drama, Poetry, Nonfiction, and Fiction. Each genre section encapsulates the
most common types of texts read by students. For easy access and clarity, a drawing,
simple definition, and detailed text structure provide a unique technique for background
information.

Directions: When introducing text for an individual student, a small group, or to the
whole class, the teacher refers to the Genre Chart(s). She may show the book, read the
title and ask the students to use the charts to figure out the genre. To scaffold this activi-
ty, she may ask students to choose from two genres, instead of deciphering the entire
chart. The teacher usually reads the definitions for the two genres for added support
before the students give their guesses. Once the correct genre is chosen, then the teacher
and students read the text structure on the chart for that particular genre. What a won-
derful activity to provide text structure background for students who have little or no
experience with a particular genre.
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