
Lecture Notes: Overview

Purpose: Lecture notes is a prereading activity for language arts, science and social
studies. There are two types of lecture notes, narrative or expository with specific
graphic organizers to use during the lesson. These organizers were designed to
match the writing organizers. Sometimes students use a duplicated copy of the
organizers, or they draw them on blank paper. This activity utilizes multiple learn-
ing styles, academic oral language practice and notetaking skills to acquire large
amounts of new information, concepts and vocabulary. 

Directions: The teacher lectures the class on a given topic or subject. In this lecture
notes lesson (above), the teacher is providing background knowledge about a Native
American tribe from central California. 

Images, simple pictures or icons (non-linguistical representations), bullets of infor-
mation and vocabulary in bubbles are drawn and written on the board to represent
the information presented. 

Vocabulary is introduced within context and placed in thinking bubbles. A thinking
bubble contains a vocabulary word in a circle with a drop box connected to the bot-
tom of the circle. Inside the drop boxes are synonyms, icons, or definitions of the
vocabulary word. 
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While the teacher records the information on the white board, the students simulta-
neously draw the icons and write the bullets of information for their own notes.
After teaching and recording a portion of the information, the teacher stops and
models (using academic language) a summary of the information. Next, she asks the
students to turn to their buddies and summarize their notes like a book writer.
During this process, the teacher walks the room to observe and listen to the stu-
dents. Do the students have control over the concepts and language to summarize
their notes? If not, the teacher, sentence-by-sentence, models the language, and uses
physical motions to provide more meaningful instruction for second language learn-
ers and kinesthetic learners. The students chant each sentence while using the
motions to practice summarizing their notes. 
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The teacher continues adding more information, then stopping periodically to model
how to summarize (continuing to use physical motions) in a cohesive and coherent
way. Again, the students then summarize their notes to their buddies.

After the lecture note lesson, the students turn over their papers and write sum-
maries. Since the students have been repeatedly reading their notes throughout the
lesson (with academic language modeled by the teacher), a summary just spills out
of them, so they write with fluency, and stay on task. (See the next two pages for
student samples of a primary and an intermediate lecture notes. Each lecture note’s
activity was followed by a summary quick write.)

     



This lecture note sample was taken by a first grade English language learner for an
overview of a butterfly’s life cycle. This student recorded her notes on the exposito-
ry organizer. The notes include the big idea and a sequencing format to organize the
steps a butterfly experiences in its life cycle. 

By the time the notetaking was completed, the students had read their notes six-ten
times using academic language. After this oral language rehearsal of the notes, the
students wrote a summary (sample below).

Lecture Notes: Student Sample
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Lecture Notes: Student Sample
This lecture note sample was taken by a fifth grade English language learner from
an overview lesson on the causes of the American Revolution . 

This student recorded her notes on blank paper. The notes included the big idea and
the cause and effect events of the American Revolution with a written summary at
the end of the lesson. After the lecture notes lesson, this student’s background
knowledge and vocabulary knowledge was fully developed, so she could successful-
ly comprehend reading the chapter in the textbook about the revolution. 
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