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Chapter 1

Overview




Overview: Types of Writing

Genres of Writing: The Common Core State Standards include three domains of writing:

1. Narrative (personal and imaginative)
2. Informative / Explanatory (to inform, describe, explain, or analyze)

3. Opinion/ Argument/Persuasive.

Narrative

Personal Narratives: The author tells a true story about him /herself because
it is memorable.

Imaginative Narrative: A person, animal, or imaginary character goes through
unusual actions, actions, actions to get something, or to solve a problem.

Informative /Explanatory (IDEA)

I = Inform: Categorize or sort information into parts, types, kinds, things,
ways, or attributes.

D = Describe: Vividly describe the subject and tell the function of its parts:
how they work, what they do, or why they are important.

E = Explain:  Sequence information to explain steps, how to, or to tell
what happened.

A = Analyze: To Analyze the Subject for a Specific Outcome or Conclusion using
cause & effect, similarities (compare), or differences (contrast).

Opinion (K-5)/ Argument (6)

Opinion: The writer expresses an opinion about a topic or story and backs it up by
presenting and analyzing evidence.

Argument: The writer argues for or against a claim, issue, or truth backed by relevant

reasons and credible evidence.
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Overview: K-6 Schoolwide Graphic Organizers

Genres: There are three major domains of writing in the Common Core Standards. These include: 1. Narrative (personal and
imaginative); 2. Informative / Explanatory (to inform, analyze, describe, or explain); and 3. Opinion/ Argument/Persuasive.

Organizers: For K-6 instruction, this unique and dynamic program utilizes three basic organizers to plan and write these
three genres. Below are descriptions of the three organizers. The descriptions include the amount of writing (from one
sentence to five paragraphs), the grade-levels, and the types of writing.

Free Downloadable: Go to nancyfetzer.com to download a free copy of Nancy Fetzer’s Common Core Writing At-A-Glance
Booklet. Educators can utilize this guide for assessement, articulation, and planning of the CCSS within and across
grade-levels.

1-Sentence, Multiple Sentences,
or ParagraphOrganizer

Grades K-3:
Narrative,

Informative / Explanatory,
or Opinion Writing.

1-Paragraph to Multiple Paragraphs Organizer

Grades K-6:
Movie Scripts

Grades 2-6:
Narrative Writing.

1-Paragraph to 5-Paragraph Organizer

Grades K-6:
Lecture Notes

Grades 2-6:
Narrative,

Informative / Explanatory,

or Opinion Writing.
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Overview: At-A-Glance Organizers for Each Genre

At-A-Glance Pages: The at-a-glance pages provide administrators and teachers with a schoolwide tool for articulation,
assessment benchmarks, and planning. This guide has four different chapters for the writing genres:

Chapter 2: Narrative

Chapter 3: Informative / Explanatory
Chapter 4: Opinion

Chapter 5: Argument

Each of these chapters begin with at-a-glance pages that display the organizers, brief descriptions, and suggested
grade-levels. For example, At the beginning of the Narrative Chapter, the at-a-glance pages (below) provide a quick
snapshot of the organizers utilized in K-6 narrative writing instruction. Notice each organizer is matched to specific
grade-levels and assigned a writing stage. There are a total of eight narrative writing stages for K-6. Once teachers have
assessed their students to a writing stage, they then go to the Nancy Fetzer Writing Institutes direct instruction lessons
that are aligned to these stages. This provides a format for instruction to follow assessment.

At-A-Glance Narrative Organizers (K-6) At-A-Glance Narrative Organizers (K-6)
Stage: 5 Stage: 6
Stage: 1 Stage: 2 econd-Third Grade: Third-Sixth Grades
Kinder-First Grades Kinder-First Grades Sc—l
Content: One Sentence
Story Opening
T C R T € R
). SEE—
Content: 1-3 Paragraphs Content: 1-3 Paragraphs
Beginnin; Beginnin;
Story Opening (Secret Formula) Hook: Secret Formula/Dialogue/Thoughts
Action (A happening to start story) Come Alive Box
Reaction (Dialogue/Thoughts) Problem
Middle Middle
Content: Sentences/Paragraph Actions zEld ‘ilcactions Actions and Reactions to Solve Problem
Story Openi £nd £nd
orz'dig:s\mg Actions and Reactions Solution: Actions and Reactions
Story Closing: Reflection (Secret Formula) Story Closing: Reflection (Secret Formula)

Story Closing (Ending Reaction)

Fifth-Sixth Grades
——

Stage: 3 Stage: 4 Fourth-Sixth Grades
First Grade First-Third Grades
= = — —————— —
X MV v
T € R
X o
— Content: 1-3 Paragraphs Content: 5 or more Paragraphs
Beginni Introduction
eglnmng Hook
Hook "
T T ® Come Alive Box Come Alive Box
Problem Problem and Goal
X Actions, Dialogue, Thoughts, and
Middle Descriptions that lead to the problem.

Actions, Dialogue, Thoughts, and

Content: Paragraph Content: Paragraph Descriptions that lead to the solution. Actions: Obstacl y Tragedies, Twist
St O s . ctions: stacles, Crisis, Tragedies, Twists
oy Qperg, gtory‘ (;pemnlg End ) Reactions: Dialogue, Thoughts: Descriptions
(Secret Formula) Solution: Actions and Reactions Climax: Most suspenseful event, last chance
Actions w/Transitions Actions and Dialogue Story Closing: Reflection or Theme Resolution
Story Closing w/Transitions Solution: Actions, Dialogue, Thoughts, Descriptions
(Ending Reaction) Story Closing Theme

(Secret Formula) Theme: Reflection and Pledge
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Overview: Stages of Writing Assessment

Stages of Writing Assessment: Also included in the genre chapters are detailed descriptions of the different writing stages.
Each page (sample below) identifies the characteristics of good writing: Content and Organization, Sentences, and
Mechanics. Along with these descriptors are exemplar organizers and writing samples. Utilize these pages to assess
student writing, and determine teaching points for writing lessons.

Narrative: Stage Four Personal Narrative: Stage Five
(Grades 1-3) (Grades 2-3)
Narratives -
Stage 5 Organizer
Content and Organization Sentences Mechanics Personal Narrative s c .
Story Opening; Secret Formula (Setting + Character + Action)  Expand Sentences. Capitals and Stops. (real experiences) qﬁ 1 ﬁw% o ock! Cg%,,ﬂ @MK}
Events: Sequenced actions and reactions (dialogue/ thoughts/ Different Sentence Beginnings. Comx.'n.as: Aﬂerj common 3 ) of | Knock: w"_’_“‘ N
emotions with quotation marks); Transitions signal event order. Adjectives transitions, series, Content and Organization
Story Closing: The main character’s reaction after the Transitions (temporal wordsto <o unfhons, and dates. Beginning
signal event order) Quotation Marks .
experience. What did the character feel, think, or wish? o Story Opening (Secret Formula: sy
Setting + Character + Action) 2. Mok,
o) - S lo Wiiti Actions and Reactions (dialogue/
rganizer ample Writing thoughts/ feelings) related to the start I,W\ N T < R
Q ﬁ I R . of the story. 6('"9 froer T fﬁluy‘f
b bab Middle k ot
J e One well-elaborated event or short 3. wb')' d‘»’ ‘ o
sequenced events using details to ¢
T P describe the Actions and Reactions
Y 1 @ Ny (dialogue /thoughts / feelings). Sample Writing
i End

Actions and Reactions

Story Closing: Reflection
(Transition + Character + Reflection)

Méﬂﬂ&"’gﬁ st

Sentences

Different Sentence Beginnings and

Important Words

Expand Sentences

Effective and Accurate Word Choices:
Nouns (precise, specific nouns)

Adjectives (modify important nouns)

Figurative Language (makes images pop)

Verbs (tell how action is performed)
(temporal words

of events)

Mechanics

Capitals and Stops

Commas in a Series, Conjunctions,
and Dates

Commas after Transitions (if needed)
Quotation Marks

Vo aveat - dagt

Rubrics: Elk Grove Unified School District has developed Common Core State Standard Writing Rubrics that can be
downloaded from the following site: http://blogs.egusd.net/ccss/2012/01/12/ccss-aligned-rubrics-k-12/

Rubrics are highly recommended to grade student work. For ease of use, most rubrics are printed on one-page

leaving little room for detailed descriptions. I suggest teachers use my stages of writing assessment pages as a

resource for more specific understanding of standards-based writing.
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Overview: Stages of Writing

Directions: The table (below) indentifies the three domains of writing for grades K-6 and their Stages of Writing levels.

Use this table to identify your grade-level stages, then flip to the listed pages for detailed descriptions. The content,

organization, sentences, and mechanics are described at each stage, along with completed organizers and writing

samples. Use these detailed descriptions to assess and determine each student’s writing stage.

Instruction: Assessment needs to drive assessment. After identifying a student’s Stage of Writing, the matching Stage

of Writing lesson is utilized for instruction. These are highly-engaging direct instruction lessons that teach students how

to plan their writing on their organizers. Organization and ideas, word choice, sentence fluency, and voice as well as

mechanics are integrated into these lessons. (See Nancy Fetzer’s Online Writing Training for the lessons.)

Writing Stages Aligned to Common Core State Standards (K-6)

Narrative Informative/ | Opinion (k3)
Explanatory | Argumentative (6)

Kindergarten “ Stages: 1-2 “ Stages: 1-2 Stages: 1-2
(pp. 14-15) (pp. 32-33) (pp. 52-53)

Grade One “ Stages: 1-4 “ Stages: 1-4 Stages: 1-4
(pp. 14-17) (pp. 32-35) (pp. 52-55)
Grade Two “ Stages: 4-5 “ Stages: 3-6 Stage: 5
(pp. 17-19) (pp. 34-37) (pp. 56-57)

Grade Three “ Stages: 4-6 “ Stages: 3-8 Stages: 5-6
(pp. 17-21) (pp- 34-39) (pp. 56-59)

Grade Four “ Stages: 6-7 “ Stages: 7-11 Stages: 7-8
(pp. 20-23) (pp- 38-45) (pp. 60-63)

Grade Five “ Stages: 6-8 “ Stages: 7-11 Stages: 7-8
(pp. 20-25) (pp. 38-45) (pp. 60-63)

Grade Six “ Stages: 6-8 “ Stages: 7-11 Stages: 9-10
(pp. 18-25) (pp. 38-45) (pp. 68-71)
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Chapter 2

Narrative Writing:
Organizers and Stages 1-8

N

N Narratives!

Let’s
Write

_4




At-A-Glance Narrative Organizers (K-6)

Stage: 1 Stage: 2
Kinder-First Grades Kinder-First Grades
Content: One Sentence

Story Opening
Content: Sentences/Paragraph
Story Opening
Actions
Story Closing (Ending Reaction)
Stage: 3 Stage: 4
First Grade First-Third Grades
T 3 R
Content: Paragraph Content: Paragraph
Story Opening Story Opening
(Secret Formula) (Secret Formula)
Actions w/Transitions Actions and Dialogue
Story Closing w/Transitions
(Ending Reaction) Story Closing
(Secret Formula)
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At-A-Glance Narrative Organizers (K-6)

Stage: 5
Second-Third Grades

R —

Content: 1-3 Paragraphs
Beginning
Story Opening (Secret Formula)
Action (A happening to start story)
Reaction (Dialogue/Thoughts)
Middle
Actions and Reactions
End
Actions and Reactions
Story Closing: Reflection (Secret Formula)

Stage: 6
Third-Sixth Grades

. G

Content: 1-3 Paragraphs
Beginning
Hook: Secret Formula/Dialogue/Thoughts
Come Alive Box
Problem
Middle
Actions and Reactions to Solve Problem
End
Solution: Actions and Reactions
Story Closing: Reflection (Secret Formula)

Stage: 7
Fourth-Sixth Grades

). S

Content: 1-3 Paragraphs
Beginning
Hook
Come Alive Box
Problem

Middle
Actions, Dialogue, Thoughts, and
Descriptions that lead to the solution.

End

Solution: Actions and Reactions
Story Closing: Reflection or Theme

Stage: 8
Fifth-Sixth Grades

X A ¢

o

Content: 5 or more Paragraphs
Introduction
Hook
Come Alive Box

Problem and Goal
Actions, Dialogue, Thoughts, and
Descriptions that lead to the problem.
Plot
Actions: Obstacles, Crisis, Tragedies, Twists
Reactions: Dialogue, Thoughts, Descriptions
Climax: Most suspenseful event, last chance
Resolution
Solution: Actions, Dialogue, Thoughts, Descriptions

Theme
Theme: Reflection and Pledge

13
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Narrative: Stage One
(Grades: K-1)

Narratives: One Sentence

Content and Organization Sentences Mechanics
Capitals: Beginning of sentence and “I”.

Story Opening: Character + Action Qpe complete sentence. :
Uses end punctuation.

Picture matches story sentence. Adjectives (optional) Spaces between words.
Letters printed correctly and snuggled in words.
Kinder Organizer and Sample Writing First Grade Organizer and Sample Writing
N "

[ _ S - -
Kinders draw pictures, Students make their own organizers
form one-sentence stories, then write. to plan their sentences, then write.

A Note to Kindergarten Teachers: Developmentally, Kindergartners have great difficulty utilizing organizers to plan their own stories.
Hence, the organizers are utilized ONLY for teacher modeling, interactive writing, or *Beginner-Level writing lessons. In these writing
lessons, the teacher draws the organizers to plan stories. These organizer lessons expose students to the explicit steps to write narratives,
with support from the teacher. They also expose students to the organizers, so they have the background and experience of using them
when entering first grade.

During their own personal writing, most Kinders first plan their stories by drawing pictures on their writing papers, orally rehearse
their sentences, then write.

*Beginner-Level Writers have the skills to write independently one or more sentences.
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Narrative: Stage Two
(Grades: K-1)

Narratives: Sentences and Simple Paragraphs

Content and Organization

Story Opening: Character + Action

Events: Sequenced actions. Reactions optional (emotions
and dialogue/ thoughts without quotation marks)

Story Closing: The main character’s reaction after the

Sentences
Different sentence beginnings.

Adjectives

Transitions (optional)

Mechanics
Capitals: Beginning of a
sentence and “1”

End Punctuation
Spaces between words.
Letters snuggled in words.

experience. What did the character feel, think, or wish?

Kinder Organizer and Sample Writing

Teacher draws organizer for modeling, interactive

writing, or for Beginner-Level writing lessons.

M wet

“gu
w) lml 1

A Beginner-Level student wrote the story,

then drew a picture to match.

First Grade Organizer and Sample Writing

Students draw their own organizers to plan

their stories, then write (sample below).

pile

)
Next Hime, Jr(me, @ /’7

i S
The J\llk/l\ ANAL|

. ] 1 N N
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Narrative: Stage Three
(Grade 1)

Content and Organization

Story Opening: Secret Formula (Setting + Character + Action)

Events: Sequenced actions and reactions (dialogue/thoughts/ Simple & Compound Sentences

emotions without quotation marks)

Story Closing: The main character’s reaction after the
experience. What did the character feel, think, or wish?

Narratives

Sentences Mechanics
Different Sentence Beginnings. Capitals: Beginning of,

Adjectives

Transitions (temporal words to ~ mon transitions (when

signal event order)

sentences, proper nouns,
“1”, dates.
Commas: After com-

needed).

Organizer

S ¢ =
NUNOINTS
Foe st anlrg, <O

e .

__@rﬂ

M%«J

&g o Im Iuck\z,{ )

Sample Writing

SR

ot
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Narrative: Stage Four
(Grades 1-3)

Content and Organization

Story Opening: Secret Formula (Setting + Character + Action)
Events: Sequenced actions and reactions (dialogue/ thoughts/
emotions with quotation marks); Transitions signal event order.
Story Closing: The main character’s reaction after the
experience. What did the character feel, think, or wish?

Narratives

Sentences
Expand Sentences.
Different Sentence Beginnings.
Adjectives
Transitions (temporal words to

signal event order)

Mechanics
Capitals and Stops.
Commas: After common
transitions, series,
conjunctions, and dates.
Quotation Marks

Organizer

1

Sample Writing

- The Seareg Nigtr -
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Personal Narrative: Stage Five

(Grades 2-3)

Stage 5
Personal Narrative
(real experiences)

Content and Organization

Beginning

Story Opening (Secret Formula:
Setting + Character + Action)

Actions and Reactions (dialogue/
thoughts/ feelings) related to the start
of the story.

Middle

One well-elaborated event or short
sequenced events using details to
describe the Actions and Reactions

(dialogue/ thoughts/ feelings).

End

Actions and Reactions

Story Closing: Reflection
(Transition + Character + Reflection)

Sentences

Different Sentence Beginnings and

Important Words

Expand Sentences

Effective and Accurate Word Choices:
Nouns (precise, specific nouns)
Adjectives (modify important nouns)
Figurative Language (makes images pop)
Verbs (tell how action is performed)
Transitions (temporal words to signal order
of events)

Mechanics
Indent Paragraph(s)
Capitals and Stops
Commas in a Series, Conjunctions,
and Dates
Commas after Transitions (if needed)
Quotation Marks

Organizer

smilin

AS'FAS‘}“ )I —J P
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Imaginative Narrative: Stage Five

(Grades 2-3)

Stage 5
Imaginative Narrative

Content and Organization
Beginning
Story Opening (Secret Formula:
Setting + Character + Action)
Actions and Reactions (dialogue/
thoughts/ feelings) related to the start
of the story.

Middle

One well-elaborated event or short
sequenced events using details to
describe the Actions and Reactions

(dialogue/ thoughts/ feelings).

End

Actions and Reactions

Story Closing: Reflection

(Transition + Character + Reflection)

Sentences
Different Sentence Beginnings and
Important Words
Expand Sentences

Effective and Accurate Word Choices:
Nouns (precise, specific nouns)

Adjectives (modify important nouns)
Figurative Language (makes images pop)
Verbs (tell how action is performed)
Transitions (temporal words to signal order
of events)

Mechanics
Indent Paragraph(s)
Capitals and Stops
Commas in a Series, Conjunctions,
and Dates
Commas after Transitions (if needed)
Quotation Marks

Organizer
N iaany. | 2 : kly T
{/)Ega* < | Quickly d’”’cﬁ‘ﬂ‘&% .
A L[]
Ny -
A S ” 3 lony ?onr(\':? »
h’&)s\ﬂ- ;&S“%\. J.M @ . .
M & Pitter- Mouse S
54 ‘AS":&-}‘; :i)_ % 95:3423 . -
qkdﬂ.“_ﬂi,@ raced .
P Where 1s T C R
S e wo ° rm
_.H\n%o 'Hrh?‘njv;”m'i' Fom wg decided
S* d“:] o P "q\\\‘\
0 J‘M{\_A)Q\ opeed . 45"’4 K o
K Aﬂaa-:@? @ .
Sample Writing

}--1 ¥ 1 (( .
Satech Hhe ia0se A %‘bgﬁ@:‘fwvﬁwwhm"ﬂ#'VJWWD
U A ' ,
% 7 1S Mose Qﬂ"(m“ A _Cactvs 2

) Y
& stick it his

cireles.

\ --1-1 b 4 L ] .
avovnk G e ckdy CagkS Y ey pat ber, Hhat FricEy
1. f"/ 3 ) P
(A4

WUSE Toole ] Gnate. Tiam Thal day i Snate nnf,
< dug-ald Voad kit~
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Personal Narrative: Stage Six

(Grades 3-6)

Stage 6
Personal Narrative
(real experiences)

Content and Organization

Beginning

Hook: Dialogue, Thoughts, or Secret
Formula (Setting + Character + Action).
Come Alive Box to establish the
situation, and introduce narrator

and /or characters.

Problem /Want/Need established if a
part of the story.

Middle

Sequenced Event with Descriptive
Actions and Reactions (dialogue/
thoughts/ feelings) that develop the
experiences, events, and responses
of the characters to the situations.
Transitions include temporal words
or phrases

End

Actions and Reactions

Story Closing: Reflection

(Transition + Character + Reflection)

Sentences
Uses correct and varied sentence
structures

Different Sentence Beginnings and
Important Words
Expand Sentences

Effective and Accurate Word Choices:
Nouns (precise nouns)

Adjectives (modify important nouns)
Figurative Language (makes images pop)
Verbs (tell how action is performed)
Transitions (cohesive and coherent phrases)

Mechanics
Demonstrates grade level appropri-
ate conventions; errors are minor and
do not obscure meaning.

Qrganizer
S c @ T vuined
g@ R %I euezrl.)‘rb\\v\b‘.v
Quickly . @~
Q . ﬂ—g A
2 e 898 o TR s,
3 ‘i//ﬁ\{x 4 \Whew! T C R
‘%3 N | osKing backy I wish
/7% al Yichdsy
HA%—_L“‘]' g . caku'@:.
[ Struck =Zten ieped
2 [ sted y Yepytes 5. Wiesshyoohossh .
3. lit 50 ] 0 ° (&)
b §'\i\d ﬂ@jf
l .
Sample Writing
a.u.l.e Mo Ty . |
NN f
{

M

vl T

AN
HUmRRS o1 (K

Mn"s"kfowmf“e@iv"ﬂzi'W";iiﬁfﬁfd'h"(avziﬁ;"""""‘"

it e -ttt mecates Sl
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Imaginative Narrative: Stage Six

(Grades 3-6)

Stage 6
Imaginative Narrative

Content and Organization
Beginning
Hook: Dialogue, Thoughts, or Secret
Formula (Setting + Character + Action).
Come Alive Box to establish the
situation, and introduce narrator
and/or characters.
Problem /Want/Need established if a
part of the story.

Middle

Sequenced Event with Descriptive
Actions and Reactions (dialogue/
thoughts/ feelings) that develop the
experiences, events, and responses
of the characters to the situations.
Transitions include temporal words
or phrases

End

Actions and Reactions

Story Closing: Reflection

(Transition + Character + Reflection)

Sentences
Uses correct and varied sentence
structures

Different Sentence Beginnings and
Important Words
Expand Sentences

Effective and Accurate Word Choices:
Nouns (precise nouns)

Adjectives (modify important nouns)
Figurative Language (makes images pop)
Verbs (tell how action is performed)
Transitions (cohesive and coherent phrases)

Mechanics
Demonstrates grade level appropri-
ate conventions; errors are minor and
do not obscure meaning

Organizer
N i
Zi;g.',;«\ig,‘, : Yoo mwl?}:ne?
3 Ofinthe dibwe 00 \Jy 9,5
dope oy 1)

Whoosk

wave
crashin ng
P°U"\dln3

X G s

xvf"d
6. i

7, M. Pl s,

\e.gua_cua__@(?//“@

¥y &

hvsband. NoW
]

T C R
never
day on Fig
alene !

Sample Writing

Brawe Mrs Pof¥in

and £ laspin

are. oo, Mﬂﬁm’” f% inthe dg%mce

Tt wos_a_dark overcost ihﬁc,m <
ay, 0N Sall lsnlafed island when or hnslrnml.’r@m?. Ashe cried U]
f% Puttin londithen floated an he || Leave mm alone!You barbardan® |
] Mg, Pt Flew L\!qh 1\’\\’0
N OF n the distance wde® crashing || He Sku and ?E down Towards

| Inoves pounding on the_racky cliffs of 7
tre_snal) piect, of lond. A blalnkdof-

Thdfs W

He sk and \oonoed m onth head
e s ot g

onite bubbles %Dn’vi)d acmss he & . -
Sihore. Cac WAVR Sw&‘ YA .

n the. small coastine. Hidn aoe, ﬂm’rkm -dal o Infenpt 1y,
Tre Shore. were Towering iffs _ Mrs. Bt n_ghouted “ Thatt eal
As.oed(ler) with ja ' 1< o heband 7 Quickly dre. haoou

wings, Mes BMR A ook ofe b ﬁnmeﬂm Dack ¥ thelr horre,
e seo. and <aored o the hoping, their bﬁ\jm uq*sh:hl\ <mC§J
open land inthe conter of the ||~ g enen ey jang
land™ered Lot long, SilKy | 14 2K i Hie o o
gnss ond 1ows of Stout hushet, ooced baoy ma "Wnad a
7 When she landed she h(m ed || lwondeffol Sumpict! " Mr PSR snifed
"fnu;\ar kA UrTow o vrds‘hr}ed N%@Jmme My lajy !c>\rfl“i
&r 04q. inThe namowtunpel || tovare e.son of o \
lay her %a o0 a bed of amas. 1 d“f;c%ﬁ’ﬁp infamily
U{MQN\J SR §+o\r+@\hapgj'gqmmr‘ nevteto 44 one.
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Narrative: Stage Seven

(Grades 4-6)

Personal Narratives or Imaginative Narratives

Content and Organization Sentences
Beginning Uses correct and varied sentence structures

Hook: Secret Formula/ Dialogue/ Thoughts
Come Alive Box to establish the situation,

Different Sentence Beginnings

and introduce narrator and /or characters. Different Important Words
Introduce a Problem /Need /Want Expand Sentences
Middle Effective and Accurate Word Choices:

Sequenced Events with Descriptive Actions
and Reactions (dialogue/ thoughts/ feelings)
that vividly convey the experiences, events, and
responses of the characters.

Transitions include a variety of transitional words
and phrases that smoothly sequence the events.

End

Solution: Actions, Reactions, and Descriptions
Story Closing/Conclusion: Character’s
reflection after the experience (Transition +

Nouns (precise nouns)

Adjectives (sensory details that modify
important nouns)

Figurative Language (makes images pop)
Verbs (tell how action is performed)
Transitions (cohesive and coherent phrases)

Mechanics
Demonstrates grade level
appropriate conventions;
errors are minor and do not
obscure meaning

Organizer

] v
Hush! Youre
Niﬂl'l\s N "
Sceni ¢ moment.

Sglvia scolded her Lb' |
S%deakg

\ Tsund
\ gt

P hg!:“\ wodtd ISP willowy
W)

- o
X(n‘: kntts Knocks

Panicked W‘da"ﬁw) rockt y
\ Egm'ckmg A\ o,\ﬁi‘ncﬁ"l"

4
lz
5. SUddM 0V k* J

. \/ - ol e
: Y withoot o Scind’ Hhugh i A \
| Terifoy u Fm&reo() %@J%;g — o

ated
ilh

T

1 st dwn.T need 1o geJ(

e | : ; Thank ker
LR b g Sbin B
hr 00, Hoof Sny
Made 1} back
b‘J the skin of
her et

hikd JAmY

S
alm. Wh.&'} 7“7’)
1 Hunkiny:

C R
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Narrative: Stage Seven
Sample Writing

Panic in the Woods

"Hush! You're ruining this scenic moment! Sylvia blasted as she wagged her finger and snarled her
upper lip at her squeaky shoes. Even though she was alone in the foothills of the majestic Sierra moun-
tains, she spoke to objects without a second thought.

After her brief, one-sided argument she decided to turn her morning stroll into an adventure.
Quickly, she turned down a narrow, dusty path smiling, humming, and gazing. Her pesty boots did not
cooperate. They continued o moan and squeak at every step. Her cushy jacket and thick pants
protected her from the thicket as she walked deeper into the woods. She marveled aloud, "The lush
valleys and the crisp air make me feel alive! I feel like T am in heaven!”

Suddenly, from out of nowhere a little bunny dashed out from a low dense bush. Surprised and
frightened, Sylvia bent over trying to catch her breath, and yowled, "My goodness, you silly little
varmint! You scared the stuffing out of mel" After a few moments of terror, she pulled her wits
together, took a deep breath, chuckled and thought, "It was only a bunny. Get a hold of yourself!"

She continued down the path, determined to enjoy the experience. Up ahead around the turn
on the trail she spotted group of small trees shaking and stirring. Snap! Branches started breaking and
leaves flew threw the air. Determined to quell her fear, she convinced herself it was another rabbit.
Whoosh! Sharp, pointy claws flashed towards her face.

Terrified, yet prepared to save herself, she vaulted over a large rock, bolted through a stand of
trees, then disappeared into a deep, dark cave. Splash! She wailed, "Oh no! Ewww! I'm wet and sticky!"”
Unknowingly, she landed in a pool of smelly mud situated in the middle of the cave. High above her, icy-
cold droplets that felt like shards of glass landed on her face. After wiping her cheeks, dozens of bats
darted past her, but one caught its wings in her hair as she cried, "Get off me you flying mouse!” Luckily
the bat unfurled itself from her tangled locks. Panicked and confused, she lurched, flailed, and darted
all around. After colliding in the wall of the cave, she stopped and thought, "I need to calm down!”

Carefully, she felt her way to the opening of the cave and exited relieved, but unaware of
the ferocious bear lurking nearby. When she spotted the beast, she reacted like a pro. Quickly, she
grabbed a sweet apple and succulent meat from her backpack and threw it at the bear to devour.
Without a second's thought she hightailed it back to her safe and calm campsite. Bounding into her tent
she promised herself, "I will never hike alone again. What was I thinking?"

Zipping her tent door shut, she tucked her weary body into her warm sleeping bag, laid her head
on her soft pillow, and sighed with relieve. Before she closed her eyes, Sylvia thanked her lucky stars
that she made it back by the skin of her teeth.
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Narrative: Stage Eight

(Grades 5-6)

Personal Narratives or Imaginative Narratives

Content and Organization

Introduction

Hook: Pulls reader into story.

Come Alive Box: Establishes the
situation. Develops the mood, and
introduces narrator and/or characters
(APE = Appearance, Personality, & Emotions
Problem and Goal

Conflict: Actions, Dialogue, and Thoughts

that lead to the problem, need, or want.
Descriptions: Change Mood, Create Images
Plot

Events: Sequenced events (filled with ac-
tions, reactions, and descriptions) that lead
to the resolution. Obstacles, Crisis, Twists,
or Tragedies may also be included.

Pacing: A rhythm or beat created by
interesting and convincing actions. The
result creates a build-up, tension, and
intrigue to the climax.

Reactions: Dialogue, Thoughts
Transitions include a variety of transitional words,
phrases, or clauses that smoothly signal changes
in time or place of the action or event.
Descriptions: Change Mood, Create Images
Climax: Most suspenseful event, last chance._
Resolution

Solution: Actions, Reactions, and Descriptions

Conclusion: Reflection and Pledge

Theme

Theme: A Reflection and Pledge reveals the
message of the story.

Sentences
Different Sentence Beginnings
Different Important Words
Expand Sentences

Effective and Accurate Word Choices:
Nouns (precise nouns)

Adjectives (sensory details that modify
important nouns)

Figurative Language (makes images pop)
Verbs (tell how action is performed)
Transitions (cohesive and coherent phrases)

Organizer
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Narrative: Stage Eight : Sample Writing

A Hero at Sea

It was a sunny afternoon out on the gentle rolling waves of the ocean, where an excited young girl and her
father were gliding across the deep blue sea in their swift sailboat. Stretching from the crystal-blue sky were
warm, shimmering rays of sunlight that seemed to reach down and hug the two maritime adventurers. Mary,
standing proudly at the helm, gleefully asked her father, "Dad, do you think we can stay out longer?"

Zip-zip, whoosh! The father's outstretched arms pulled lines from the mast as
he answered, "Of course, it's a beautiful day!" As Mary smiled from the good news, a gentle breeze tickled the
sails and combed through her long brown hair.

After a bit, black ominous clouds filled the sky turning it from bright blue to dreary gray. Dad scratched
his head and mumbled, "This doesn't make sense. The weather forecast was sunny and warm.” Then out of nowhere
the main sail boom shook and shuddered as a gale of wind and crashing waves whacked the boat. Whoo, whoo
went the wind. The screaming sound of the monstrous storm made the girl shudder with fear as she thought, "I'm
scared and dad looks worried!”

Splash! Without warning, a claw-like wave reached at their deck flinging their
bodies into the treacherous ocean. When they landed in the icy water, salty sprays of seawater whipped across
their faces. Both grabbed, clutched, and seized floating objects to try and stay afloat. Teeth chattering, the girl
looked around, and panicked
as she wailed, "Dad! Where are you?"

Through the darkness her dad grabbed her frozen, frail body with his strong arms, and pushed her up
onto a floating cooler. Staring his daughter straight in the
eyes, he demanded, "Whatever you do, don't let go!”

Off in the distance a lighthouse stood on the edge of the land like a soldier shining its bright light in their
direction. It scanned and roamed, but didn't stop.

Immediately, the dad ordered, "Kick hard! Just keep swimming to the lighthouse!” Huff-puff the current was too
strong, keeping the two from moving.

"Oh no Dad," the girl cried, "What's going to happen? They can't see us and we can't move!” At that
moment, the dad's eyes popped out of his head like two fists, then he lifted the lid on the cooler, pulled out a big
metal spoon, and started beating on the floating cooler.

At once, they both gathered deep gulps of air in their lungs, then shrieked, "Help! Help!"

Within minutes their disaster ended. Through the thick fog, they heard a motor racing towards them, and
saw a light peeking through the haze. A loud, yet comforting voice shouted, "I see you! You're safel!”

Although every inch of the girl's body felt like an ice cube, her heart was warm with love and gratitude.
When the man pulled them into his boat, he joked, "I think that spoon saved your lives!"

On the shore crowds of people cheered and shouted with joy as the boat landed. "Yah, they're safel!”

After that treacherous day, the girl realized she looked death straight in the eyes and won. Never again
would she take life for granted. Instead she decided she was going o make every day the most important day of
her life. She would freat her life like she only had a day to live.
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Chapter 3

Informative/Explanatory Writing:
Organizers and Stages 1-11

Let’s
Write
Information!

4




At-A-Glance Informative/Explanatory Organizers (K-6)

Stage: 1 Stage: 2

Kinder-First Grades Kinder-First Grades
Content: One Sentence
Big Idea
Content: Sentences/Paragraph
Big Idea
Information (about big idea)

Stage: 3 Stage: 4

First-Third Grades First-Third Grades
S S ¢ s s ®

Content:One Sentence
Topic Sentence
(Secret Formula)

s Y

Content: Paragraph

Topic Sentence
(Secret Formula)

Details
(Information that tells about the Big Idea)

Conclusion
(Secret Formula)
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At-A-Glance Informative/Explanatory Organizers (K-6)

Categories Organizer

Stage: 5
Second-Third Grades

Sequence Organizer

¢ S

S

v

@ Beginning

S

Middle

Ending

¢ S

v

Content: Content: Paragraph

Topic Sentence
(Secret Formula)

D
(Categorize the Information

Is
tell about the Big Idea)

(Secret Formula)

Topic Sentence

(Secret Formula)

Details
(Sequence the Information to tell about the Big Idea)

Conclusion
(Secret Formula)

Content: Paragraph

Stage: 6
Second-Third Grades

Description Organizer

is/are

1. Draw a Picture.
2. Label the Nouns.
3. Add Adjectives

4. Add Verb Function Boxes.

is/are

Content: Paragraph
Topic Sentence
(Definition of the Subject)

Details
(Describe the Subject and Tell the Function of its Parts)

Conclusion
(Repeat the Definition using Different Words)
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At-A-Glance Informative/Explanatory Organizers (K-6)

Stage: 7

Third-Sixth Grades

Categories Organizer

94
S S (

1. 2. 3. 4.

s vV %%

Content: Paragraph(s)
Hook
Topic Sentence/Big Idea (Secret Formula)
Details
(Categorize and Expand the Information
to tell about the Big Idea)
Conclusion
(Secret Formula)
Snappy Ending

Sequence Organizer

S

tJ
S

%

Beginning

Middle

Ending

S

Yo%

Topic Sentence/Big Idea (Secret Formula)

(Sequence and Expand the Information

Content: Paragraph(s)

Hook

Details

to tell about the Big Idea)

Conclusion
(Secret Formula)

Snappy Ending

Stage: 8

Third-Sixth Grades

Description Organizer

tJ

is/are

is/are

K

Hook

Topic Sentence
(Definition of the Subject)

Details

Conclusion
(Repeat the Definition using Different Words)
Snappy Ending

Content: Paragraph(s)

(Describe the Subject and Tell the Function of its Parts)
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At-A-Glance Informative/Explanatory Organizers (K-6)

Stage: 9 Stage: 10
Fourth-Sixth Grades Fourth-Sixth Grades

S S P S g o

Content: One Sentence
Thesis Sentence
(Secret Formula)

S V %

Content: Essay
Introduction
Hook (Grab reader’s attention and provide a general observation)
Thesis Statement (If needed, include a definition and description)

Body

Main Idea Paragraphs or Sections
(If needed, include Headings and Graphics)

Conclusion
Repeat Thesis Statement
(Use different words)

Snappy Ending
Stage: 11
Fourth-Sixth Grades
Cause & Effect Organizer Compare or Contrast Organizer
Hook: Hook:
Big Idea:S S @ Bigldea:§ S @
Before What Caused Change? After Attribute A: A: A:
Describe or Explain List Issues or Events: | Describe the Change:
Compare
What was Before 1
the Change: 2. Explain the Effects:
3.
Effects E: E: E:

4.
Conclusion: S @ Conclusion: s @ = Results
Snappy Ending: Snappy Ending:

Content: 1-Paragraph or Multiple Paragraph Essay
Introduction: Hook, Topic Sentence or Thesis Statement
Body: Details or Main Idea Paragraphs. Choose Organizer.
Conclusion: Repeat Topic Sentence or Thesis Statement, and a Snappy Ending
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Informative / Explanatory: Stage One
(Grades: K-1)

Big Idea Sentence

Content and Organization Sentences Mechanics
Information Sentence: Form sentence by Capitals: Beginning of sentence and “I”.

. . . One complete sentence.
naming the Subject and Big Idea.

Adjectives (optional) Uses end punctuation.
Spaces between words.

Subject: WhO/ What is the information about? Letters pr]_nted Correctly and Snuggled in words.

Big Idea: What information did you learn
about the (subject)?

Picture matches information sentence.

Kinder Organizer and Sample Writing First Grade Organizer and Sample Writing

@\@%

YA ‘pngm'm‘ “\§ Tk bra-
_ ‘ __________

Kinders draw a picture, Students make their own organizers

forms a sentence, then writes. to plan their sentences, then write.

A Note to Kindergarten Teachers: Developmentally, Kindergartners have great difficulty utilizing organizers to plan their own text.
Hence, the organizers are utilized ONLY for teacher modeling, interactive writing, or *Beginner-Level writing lessons. In these writ-
ing lessons, the teacher draws the organizers to plan information. These organizer lessons expose students to the explicit steps to write
informative/explanatory text, with support from the teacher. They also expose students to the organizers, so they have the background
and experience of using them when entering first grade.

During their own personal writing, most Kinders first plan their information by drawing pictures on their writing papers, orally re-
hearsing their sentences, then writing.

*Beginner-Level Writers have the skills to write independently one or more sentences.
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Informative /Explanatory: Stage Two
(Grades: K-1)

Big Idea Sentence and Details

Content and Organization
Topic Sentence: State the Big Idea about the Information.

Tell the Subject + Big Idea.

Details: The information sentences that tell about the
Big Idea. These detail sentences are organized in a
sequence or categories.

Different sentence beginnings. Capitals: Beginning of a

Adjectives sentence and “1”

Transitions (optional) End Punctuation

Sentences Mechanics

Spaces between words.
Letters snuggled in words.

Kinder Organizer and Sample Writing

Teacher draws organizer for modeling, interactive
writing, or for Beginner-Level writing lessons.

A Beginner-Level student wrote the

information, then drew a picture to match.

First Grade Organizer and Sample Writing

Students draw their own organizers to plan
their stories, then write (sample below).
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Informative/Explanatory: Stage Three
(Grades 1-3)

Topic Sentence

Content and Organization
Topic Sentence: Secret Formula (Setting + Subject + Big Idea)

Setting = Time and Place

Subject = Who/What is the information about?

Big Idea = What about the (subject)? What information is the
paragraph telling about the (subject)?

Sentences
Different Sentence Beginnings.
Simple & Compound Sentences
Adjectives
Transitions (Temporal words to
signal order of events, Category words
to signal different details.)

Mechanics
Capitals: Beginning of,
sentences, proper nouns, “1”,
dates.

Commas: After common
transitions (when needed).

Organizer
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Informative / Explanatory: Stage Four

(Grades 1-3)

Topic Sentence, Details, and Conclusion

Content and Organization

Topic Sentence: Big Idea of Information: Setting + Subject + Big Idea

Details: Information is about the big idea, and organized
in a sequence or categories.
Expand Details: Add more information to sentences by

Sentences
Expand Sentences.
Different Sentence Beginnings.
Adjectives
Transitions (Temporal words to signal

Mechanics
Capitals and Stops.
Commas: After common
transitions, series,
conjunctions, and dates.

telling more, why or how about details. order of events, Category words to Quotation Marks
Conclusion: Repeat the Topic Sentence (Subject + Big Idea) using signal different details.)
different words. (Setting usually omitted.)

Organizer Sample Writing

@m | erosion

Shores 9

Whoosh sk} ~BRGS

©)

Erosion
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Informative /Explanatory: Stage Five
(Grades 2-3)

Categories or Sequencing Paragraph: Topic Sentence, Details, and Conclusion

Content and Organization

Topic Sentence: Tells the big idea of the
information. Use the Secret Formula:
Setting + Subject + Big Idea.
Body: Information or the details about
the big idea (topic sentence). Identify
the text structure for the details
(categories or sequence). Draw the
organizer and label details.
Details: Decide what information needs
to be written about each detail. Types of
information about details:

1. Define It

2. Describe It

3. Tell About It

4. Back It Up (examples)
Expand Details: Add more
information to sentences by telling
more, why or how about each
detail sentence.
Conclusion: Repeat the Topic Sentence
(Subject + Big Idea) using different
words. (Setting usually omitted.)

Sentences
Different Sentence Beginnings and
Important Words
Expand Sentences

Effective and Accurate Word Choices:
Nouns (precise, specific nouns)
Adjectives (modify important nouns)
Figurative Language (images pop)
Verbs (tell how action is performed)
Transitions (Temporal words to signal
order of events, Category words to signal
different details.)

Linking Words Words or phrases (e.g.,
also, another, and, more, but) to ex-
pand sentences or add new sentences
to details.

Mechanics

Capitals and Stops

Commas: In a Series, Conjunctions,

and Dates

Commuas after Transitions (if needed)

Quotation Marks

Organizer
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Please Note: Write paragraphs to stand on their own, or write paragraphs

with headings and graphics to make books about the topic.
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Informative /Explanatory: Stage Six
(Grades 2-3)

Description Paragraph: Topic Sentence, Details, and Conclusion

Content and Organization Organizer
Topic Sentence: Tells a definition of the | m
Subject. Use the Secret Formula: \ | _ It |5ua
Subject = Define It. T BT T:'"wa derth St

Body: Draw a picture of the subject,
label the important parts, describe each
part, then tell the function of the parts.
Functions: Types of information about
each part of the subject:

1. How the part works

2. What the part does

3. Why the part is important
Expand Details: Add more information
to sentences.
Conclusion: Repeat the Topic Sentence
(Subject = Define It) using different

words.

Sentences

Different Sentence Beginnings and

Important Words

Expand Sentences

Effective and Accurate Word Choices:
Nouns (precise, specific nouns)

Adjectives (modify important nouns)| [T ‘ ‘ I . o .
Figurative Language (images pop) . g P\U;Q = A t:@,gf‘e;m

Verbs (tell how action is performed)
Transitions (Temporal words to signal
order of events, Category words to signal
different details.)

Linking Words Words or phrases (e.g.,
also, another, and, more, but) to ex-

pand sentences or add new sentences
to details.

Mechanics

Capitals and Stops

Commas: In a Series, Conjunctions,

and Dates

Commuas after Transitions (if needed)
Quotation Marks

Please Note: Write paragraphs
to stand on their own, or write Sl OMKS +() EHIX@ bra\ V'\

paragraphs with headings to : 2l {

make books about the topic.
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Informative / Explanatory: Stage Seven
(Grades 3-6)

Categories or Sequencing Paragraph(s): Hook, Topic Sentence, Details, and Conclusion, Snappy Ending

Content and Organization
Hook: Grabs the reader’s attention.
Topic Sentence: Tells the big idea of the

information. Use the Secret Formula:
Setting + Subject + Big Idea.

Body: Information or the details about
the big idea (topic sentence). Identify
the text structure for the details
(categories or sequence). Draw the
organizer and label details.

Details: Decide what information needs
to be written about each detail Types of
information about details:

1. Define It (Definitions)

2. Describe It (Concrete and Vivid)

3. Tell About It (e.g. Facts, Explanations)
4. Back It Up (e.g. Examples, Quotes)
Expand Details: Add more
information to sentences by telling
more, why or how about each

detail sentence.

Conclusion: Repeat the Topic Sentence
(Subject + Big Idea) using different
words. (Setting usually omitted.)

Snappy Ending: Interesting Ending.

Sentences
Different Sentence Beginnings and
Important Words (Domain-Specific)
Expand Sentences

Effective and Accurate Word Choices:
Nouns (precise, specific nouns)
Adjectives (modify important nouns)
Figurative Language (images pop)
Verbs (tell how action is performed)
Transitions (appropriately clarify the
relationships among ideas and con-
cepts.)

Linking Words: Words or phrases (e.g.,
also, another, and, more, but) to ex-
pand sentences or add new sentences
to details.

Mechanics

Demonstrates grade level appropriate

conventions; errors are minor and do

not obscure meaning.
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Informative / Explanatory: Stage Eight
(Grades 3-6)

Description Paragraph(s): Hook, Topic Sentence, Details, and Conclusion, Snappy Ending

Content and Organization Organizer
Hook: Grabs the reader’s attention. 3§ Imagine o piece of art welcaming
Topic Sentence: Tells a definition of the Pesple. Mto O Coontry.
Subject. Use the Secret Formula: of pakionol o

]. . =N \\Q\QQ« ‘\i\g* o€ \\Y/j Statoe of - +"Eu.$""-e ‘R‘b
Subject = Define It. Over 3> acre %;;”’WH \%\ med

. . 2oy Gloer by Uslond arw
Body: Draw a picture of the subject, Sl 5%—e7?< o
Q) 1\
label the important parts, describe g PV':B'M” ot 76331?,«‘41‘5
each part, then tell the function of \A\&/ b 22,"-“;&
\0'
the parts. ?@w\“ NS losic © :emm
. . . \C,e,t>(‘Y\(zX Feat tores calwt

Functions: Types of information e ace

ke laure
about each part of the subject: “‘Q\%w\ LS x\z)t
o0

1. How the part works N W AS‘:\? )

2. What the part does @%\(@g“%s shee! A }‘“{f to.yl(_rllat.l

3. Why the part is important bv\}*e;"(& (0 o
Expand Details: Add more informa- ﬁfg&ﬂw 9@"1( ot s*‘*"
tion to sentences. harmered fo ¢ <,

. . weg WA
Conclusion: Repeat the Topic s“ﬁ:{t\f ?eé
Sentence (Subject = Define It) using %° B v‘,@w\‘
different words.

T a
Snappy Ending: Interesting Ending. ZS-;DME — olariess
mMonument

% Wae Nello!l She il waw k!

Sentences

Different Sentence Beginnings and

Important Words (Domain-Specific)

Expand Sentences
Effective and Accurate Word

Choices:

Nouns (precise, specific nouns)

Adjectives (modify important

nouns)

Figurative Language (images pop)

Verbs (tell how action is per-

formed)

Transitions (appropriately clarify
the relationships among ideas and
concepts.)

Linking Words: Words or phrases
(e.g., also, another, and, more, but)
to expand sentences or add new
sentences to details.

Mechanics

Demonstrates grade level appropri-

ate conventions; errors are minor

and do not obscure meaning,.
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Informative / Explanatory: Stage Nine
(Grades 4-6)

Thesis Statement

Content and Organization
Thesis Statement: Secret Formula (Setting + Subject + Big Idea)

Setting = Time and Place

Subject = Who/What is the information about?

Big Idea = What about the (subject)? What information is the
paragraph telling about the (subject)?

Mechanics
Demonstrates grade level appropriate conventions; errors

are minor and do not obscure meaning.

Sentences
Different Sentence Beginnings and Important Words (Domain-
Specific)
Expand Sentences
Effective and Accurate Word Choices:
Nouns (precise, specific nouns)
Adjectives (modify important nouns)
Figurative Language (images pop)
Verbs (tell how action is performed)
Transitions (appropriately clarify the relationships among ideas
and concepts.)
Linking Words: Words or phrases (e.g., also, another, and, more,
but) to expand sentences or add new sentences to details.

Organizer: Formal Thesis Statement
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Informative / Explanatory: Stage Nine
(Grades 4-6)

Thesis Using Inquiry Questions

Content and Organization Sentences
Thesis: Three questions formed from the inquiry question Different Sentence Beginnings and Important Words (Domain-
starters. The description question is always first (if needed). Specific)

Expand Sentences

Mechanics Effective and Accurate Word Choices:
Demonstrates grade level appropriate conventions; errors Nouns (precise, specific nouns)
are minor and do not obscure meaning. Adjectives (modify important nouns)

Figurative Language (images pop)

Verbs (tell how action is performed)

Transitions (appropriately clarify the relationships among ideas
and concepts.)

Linking Words: Words or phrases (e.g., also, another, and, more,
but) to expand sentences or add new sentences to details.

Organizer: Inquiry Questions for Thesis

Choose three inquiry questions about the Subject or Topic:
DESCRIBE IT: What does (subject) look like? or What is/are (subject)?
TELL WHERE: Where do/does...?

TELL WHEN: When do/does...?

TELL WHAT: What if...?

EXPLAIN WHY: Why do/ does (subject)....?

EXPLAIN HOW: How can or do/does...?

Inquiry Questions formed about comets:
1. What is a comet made of?
2. Where do they come from?

3. What if Earth collided with a comet?
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Informative /Explanatory: Stage Ten

(Grades 4-6)

Essay: Introduction, Body (Categorize or Sequence) Paragraphs, Conclusion

Content and Organization
Introduction

Hook: Grabs the reader’s attention.
Thesis Statement: Tells the big idea of the
information. Use the Secret Formula:

Setting + Subject + Big Idea.

Body

Organization: Paragraphs organized by
Description, Categories, Sequence, Cause
and Effect, Compare/Contrast. Draw the
organizer and main ideas.

Details: Decide what information needs
to be written about each detail. Types of
information about details:
1. Define It (Definitions)
2. Describe It (Concrete and Vivid)
3. Tell About It (e.g. Facts, Explanations)
4. Back It Up (e.g. Examples, Quotes)
Expand Details: Add more

information to sentences by telling more,
why or how about each detail sentence.
Conclusion

Repeat the Thesis Statement:

(Subject + Big Idea) using different words.
(Setting usually omitted.)

Snappy Ending: Interesting Ending.

Sentences

Different Sentence Beginnings and Impor-

tant Words (Domain-Specific)

Expand Sentences

Effective and Accurate Word Choices:
Nouns (precise, specific nouns)
Adjectives (modify important nouns)
Figurative Language (images pop)
Verbs (tell how action is performed)
Transitions (appropriately clarify the rela-
tionships among ideas and concepts.)
Linking Words: Words or phrases (e.g.,
also, another, and, more, but) to expand

sentences or add new sentences to details,|

Mechanics
Demonstrates grade level appropriate
conventions; errors are minor and do not

obscure meaning.

Organizer
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Please Note: Write essays to stand on their own, or write essays

with headings and graphics to make books about the topic.
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Informative /Explanatory: Stage Ten
(Grades 4-6)

Essay: Writing Sample
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Informative / Explanatory: Stage Eleven

(Grades 4-6)

Compare/Contrast Paragraphs: Hook, Topic Sentence, Details, and Conclusion, Snappy Ending

Content and Organization
Hook: (Optional) Gets reader’s attention.

Topic Sentence: Tell the big idea of the
information (to determine which is
best or to explain similar or different
outcomes.). Use the Secret Formula:
Setting + Subject + Big Idea.

Body: Information or the details
that tell about the change or why
the event occurred.

Details: Each Box Includes:
Attributes: List characteristics to
compare/ contrast about the big idea.
Compare/Contrast: Use a T-Graph to
list differences for each attribute.
Effects: Explain which is better, and why.
or Explain outcomes

for each attribute.
Expand Details: Add more
information to sentences by telling
more, why or how about each
detail sentence.
Conclusion: Repeat the Topic Sentence
(Subject + Big Idea) using different
words, then state the results of the
similarities or differences.

Snappy Ending: Interesting Ending.

Sentences
Different Sentence Beginnings and
Important Words (Domain-Specific)
Expand Sentences
Effective and Accurate Word Choices:
Nouns (precise, specific nouns)
Adjectives (modify important nouns)
Figurative Language (images pop)
Verbs (tell how action is performed)
Transitions (appropriately clarify
the relationships among ideas and
concepts.)
Linking Words: Words or phrases
(e.g., also, another, and, more, but)
to expand sentences or add new
sentences to details.

Mechanics
Demonstrates grade level appropriate
conventions; errors are minor and do
not obscure meaning.
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Hooks and Snappy Endings are planned separately.

Sample Writing
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Please Note: Write paragraphs to stand on their own, or write

paragraphs with headings and graphics to make books about the topic.
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Informative/Explanatory: Stage Eleven

(Grades 4-6)

Cause and Effect Paragraphs: Hook, Topic Sentence, Details, and Conclusion, Snappy Ending

Content and Organization
Hook: (Optional) Gets reader’s attention.

Topic Sentence: Tells the big idea of the
information (to explain a change, or why an
event happened). Use the Secret Formula:
Setting + Subject + Big Idea.
Body: Information or the details that
tell about the change or why the event
occurred. Draw the Cause & Effect
organizer and label “Before”, “What
caused the change?”, and “After”.
Details:
“Before” Box: Describe conditions
before the change; or Tell what was
happening before the event.
“What caused the change?” Box: List the
issues or sequence the events that led to the
change or the event.
“After” Box: What are the consequences
or the effects of the change or the event?
Expand Details: Add more
information to sentences by telling
more, why or how about each
detail sentence.
Conclusion: Repeat the Topic Sentence
(Subject + Big Idea) using different
words. (Setting usually omitted.)
Snappy Ending: Interesting Ending.

Sentences
Different Sentence Beginnings and
Important Words (Domain-Specific)
Expand Sentences
Effective and Accurate Word Choices:
Nouns (precise, specific nouns)
Adjectives (modify important nouns)
Figurative Language (images pop)
Verbs (tell how action is performed)
Transitions (appropriately clarify
the relationships among ideas and
concepts.)
Linking Words: Words or phrases
(e.g., also, another, and, more, but)
to expand sentences or add new
sentences to details.

Mechanics
Demonstrates grade level appropriate
conventions; errors are minor and do
not obscure meaning.

Organizer
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Hooks and Snappy Endings are planned separately.

Sample Writing

Bacon’s Rebellion

Back in 1675 in the Virginia settlement of Jamestown, frontier set-
tlers were willing to fight for freedom and less government control due to
the rebellion led by Nathaniel Bacon, a wealthy plantation owner. Before the
rebellion, an increasing number of commoners were experiencing a phenom-
enon in the colonies. Free men had many privileges not available to them
in Britain: They voted, owned land, freely worshiped, and increased their
wealth. Over a sixteen year period, Governor Berkeley, elected by the King,
greatly decreased or stopped these freedoms. He raised taxes, ended voting,
limited land ownership, and refused protection in the frontier. This drastic
change caused the colonists to risk their lives to keep their freedoms, instead
of being controlled by the government. Nathaniel Bacon led the frontiersmen
in the rebellion. Although the men were unsuccessful in the end, this event

was one of the first of many times colonist would risk their lives for freedom.

Please Note: Write paragraphs to stand on their own, or write

paragraphs with headings and graphics to make books about the topic.
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Chapter 4

Opinion Writing:
Organizers and Stages 1-8

Let’s
Write
N Opinions!

KL, __4




At-A-Glance Opinion Organizers (K-5)

Stage: 1
Kinder-First Grades

What'’s Your Opinion and Back It Up!
Draw a picture about your favorite part of the book.

Title:

Content
Picture: Opinion and Reason
Writing: Title

Stage: 2
Kinder-First Grades
What'’s Your Opinion and Back It Up!

Draw a picture and write about your favorite part of the book.

My favorite book is N —

©
©

090 06 o5 505
oo : parts is when
Tou, maost teres e

C

One of the

best, funniest, most ting, sadd

Back It Up! Tell about your

avorite part of the book

Content: 2-3 Sentences
Picture: Opinion
Writing: Title, Opinion, Reason

Stage: 3
First Grade
What's Your Opinion and Back It Up!

After reading your book, fill-in the boxes below.

Write the Author’s Name.

Write the Title of the Book.

 title. Don't forget to Underline it!

o 00 88 G
0O Y A w

out the book: interesting, funny, exciting, sad, scar

tiol

0% 00 0@

Content
Picture: Opinion, Reason, Connection
Writing: Author, Title

Stage: 4
First Grade

Iread

In my opinion,

I think

Content: 1-Paragraph
Introduce Book: Title
Topic Sentence: Tell Opinion
Details: 1-2 Reasons that Support Opinion
Conclusion: Repeat Opinion
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At-A-Glance Opinion Organizers (K-5)

Stage: 5
Second-Third Grade

Content: 1-Paragraph

I think

Tell what you think or feel about the topic, issuc, or event. |

Topic Sentence: Tell Opinion about a Topic

for many reasons.

Details: Three Reasons that Support Opinion

Choose: Conclusion: Repeat Opinion

To start,
To begin,
First,

Choose:
Next,
Also,

Additionally, .

Choose:
Finally,
Last,
In the end, .

o I think .

Choose: Repeat what you think or feel about a

Allinall, topic, issue, or event using different words.
In conclusion,
To sum up,
On the whole,

Content: 1-Paragraph

wrote .

Author’s Full Name

Introduce Book: Author and Title.

I think for many reasons.

Story: Tell what you think of the story or a character.
ion: Tell what you think of the subject or i i

Topic Sentence: Opinion

o Details: Three Reasons that Support Opinion

Conclusion: Repeat Opinion or
Give a Recommendation of Book.

Choose:
Next,
Also,

Additionally,

Choose:
Finally,
Last,

Tn the end,

This book is/will .

[Tell what your audience will do or think about the story or i

Ideas for an “is” ending: Ideas for a*will” ending:
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At-A-Glance Opinion Organizers (K-5)

Stage: 6
Third Grade

Book: Quick Summary or Topic: Hook + Background

Opinion:

Transition: Transition: Transition:
Reason: Reason: Reason:
Expand: Expand: [Expand:

Conclusion:

Snappy Ending:

Content: 1-3 Paragraphs

Introduction: Book Summary or Topic Background
Opinion

Body: Three Expanded Reasons to Support Opinion

Conclusion:  Repeat Opinion
Connection, Reflection, or Recommendation

Stage: 7
Fourth-Fifth Grades

Content: 1-2 PafagraPhS OTEAM! What is Your Opinion?
S: Summary ‘QS:
O: Opinion
O:
T: Transition
E: Evidence T
A: Analysis
M: Make a Connection E:
A
M:
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At-A-Glance Opinion Organizers (K-35)

Stage: 8
Fourth-Fifth Grades

S = Quick Summary of the Book or Topic

O = Opinion
T: T: T:
E E: E
A A: A
M M: M

C = Conclusion:
R = Reflection

Content: 5-Paragraph Essay

Introduction
S: Quick Summary
O: Opinion

Body

Transition
Evidence

Analysis

Make a Connection

S p o

Conclusion
C: Conclusion
R: Reflection
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Opinion: Stage One
(Grades: K-1)

Opinion Picture about a Topic or Text

Content and Organization
Picture: Opinion and Reason

Writing: Title

n/a

Sentences

Mechanics
Capitals: Title of a Story / Text

Organizer and Sample Writing

What'’s Your Opinion and Back It Up!
Draw a picture about your favorite part of the book.

Title:

What's Your Opinion and Back It Up!
Draw a picture about your favorite part of the book.

D

N

—e

Title: %ﬂ Z\r\)\ Y\S v
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Opinion: Stage Two
(Grades: K-1)

Opinion and Proof about a Topic or Text

Content and Organization

Title of the Book
State Opinion or Preference about the book.

Sentences
Different sentence beginnings.

Adjectives

Transitions (optional)

Mechanics
Capitals: Title of a Story / Text.
Beginning of a sentence and “1”

End Punctuation

Spaces between words.

Letters snuggled in words.

Organizer and Sample Writing

What's Your Opinion and Back It Up!

Draw a picture and write about your favorite part of the book.

-

My favorite book is -
itle! Underline it!
860 00 98 68
Oneofthe ¥ = =~ ™ © partsis when
(best, funnicst, most interesting, saddest, ctc.

‘?ﬁ;“

Back It Up! Tell about your favorite part of the book.

S

Ay faverite book was The
1t Red Wer. O of e
Sapes] ‘par%c oS ythers -
e grels fok & wap -gnd

e rert g o e werk,
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Opinion: Stage Three
(Grades 1)

Opinion, Reason, and Connection Pictures

Content and Organization
Write: Author’s Name and Title of Text

Pictures: Opinion, Reason, Connection

Sentences Mechanics
n/a Capitals: Beginning of,

sentences, proper nouns, “1”,
dates, titles.
Commas: After common

transitions (when needed).

Organizer and Sample Writing

What's Your Opinion and Back It Up!

After reading your book, fill-in the boxes below.

Write the Author’s Name.

What'’s Your Opinion and Back It Up!

After reading your book, fill-in the boxes below.

Write the Author’s Name.

Helam Logttr

Write the Title of the Book.

i

Write the Title of the Book.

TO\C Ksl the Bngvin

Capitalize the first word and all the important words in the title, Don’t forget to Underline it! — L - - - —
— Capitalize the first word and all the important words in the title, Don’t forget to Underline it!
Opinion! —
, R Opinion!
aa A \ " A YA YA A
00 00 Q0 05 98 e 88 G 35 00 0f B8 o6 88 40
U o A ~ 0 Y A A 0 G0 o - A A
AN ~ 0 A
Circle how you felt or what you thought about the book: interesting, funny, exciting, sad, scary, etc. . . L L
= ~ - - - - - Circle how you felt or what you thought about the book: interesting, (unny. exciting, sad. scary, etc.
Back It Up! Make a Connection!

Draw a picture of your favorite part.

Draw a picture of your connection.

ot -0 @

Back It Up!

Draw a picture of your favorite part.

Make a Connection!
Draw a picture of your connection.

Ot -0 0@

Canpeoa\\
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Opinion: Stage Four
(Grades 1)

Opinion Paragraph about a Topic or Text

Content and Organization Sentences Mechanics
Introduce Topic/ Title of Book Expand Sentences. Capitals and Stops.
Topic Sentence: State Opinion Different Sentence Beginnings. Commas: After common
Details: Two Reasons to Support Opinion Ad]ecAtl.V °° . transitions, series,

. . Transitions: Temporal words to signal conjunctions, and dates.
Conclusion: Provide a Sence of Closure order of events, Category wordstosignal - Quotation Marks

(Repeat Opinion using different words, or give different details. Linking words to connect

final thoughts of topic/text.) opirion, and condiusion.

Organizer and Sample Writing

e &h“jﬁ A_.!as eed .
e LU oved J“okm

Story: Tell what you think of the story ora character.
Information: Tell what you think of the subject or mfommunn

To stat |

Choose: LA ]

Tostart,

To begin,
First,

A

Choose:
Next,
Also,
Then.

I think

Repeat your opinion, but use different words.
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Opinion: Stage Five
(Grade 2-3)

Content and Organization

State an Opinion about a Topic
List Three Reasons to Support Opinion

Conclusion: Repeat Opinion using
different words

Opinion Paragraph about a Topic

Sentences

Different Sentence Beginnings and Important Words
Expand Sentences
Effective & Accurate Word Choices:

Nouns (precise, specific nouns)

Adjectives (modify important nouns)

Figurative Language (images pop)

Verbs (tell how action is performed)

Transitions (Temporal words to signal order of events,

Category words to signal different details.)

Linking Words Words or phrases

(e.g., also, another, and, more, but)

to expand sentences or add new

sentences to details.

Mechanics
Capitals and Stops.
Capitalize Titles and
Proper Nouns
Commas: After common
transitions, series,
conjunctions, and dates.
Quotation Marks

In my opinion, +H‘E pll qu’ms |'\0\U{

‘ Tell what you think or feel about the topic, issue, or event. ‘

for many reasons,

ver\lj difficult lives

To 5{'0-r t

To start, «

Choose: ’ é?é F\ﬁ&
D7) beuse by Qﬂ% _

ool

A’So y

Choose:
Next, WF

ole A
cﬁ 2 ocks ﬁl
" tre€s
aill \fi\w crps -

Fma”& ,

many digs

Last,
In the end,

Choose: (. i 'hbn Ca
Finally, n? gl'ofm ! HJ

™d dise,se

On the (.uhﬂle

y T think P |g"il'ﬂ5 hed +0U5||1 Fimes

Choose:
Allinall,

In conclusion,

Repeat what you think or feel about a
topic, issue, or event using different words.

To sum up,
On the whole,
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Opinion: Stage Five
(Grade 2-3)

Opinion Paragraph about Text

Content and Organization Sentences
Identify the Author and Title Different Sentence Beginnings and Important Words

Expand Sentences
Effective & Accurate Word Choices:
Nouns (precise, specific nouns)

Conclusion: Repeat Opinion and iocti ifvi
Gi\}/)e a Re}zommendation. Adjectives (modify important nours)

State an Opinion

List Three Reasons to Support Opinion

Figurative Language (images pop)

Verbs (tell how action is performed)

Transitions (Temporal words to signal order of events,
Category words to signal different details.)

Linking Words Words or phrases

(e.g., also, another, and, more, but)

to expand sentences or add new

sentences to details.

Mechanics
Capitals and Stops.
Capitalize Titles and
Proper Nouns
Commas: After common
transitions, series,
conjunctions, and dates.
Quotation Marks

JUJ\I NQ"‘ or wrote Diq q'ﬂq DanSCL\'rS
o Chutor's P Name | =
T think J‘ :'nos avrs weére 'FD."?Ci ﬂ°+; Ny Chﬂ.\ﬂﬁfor many reasons.,
Story: Tell what you think of the story or a character.
Information: Tell what you think of the subject or information.
Tu L83 in , Sowme
Choose: r\ol‘l { S
To start, q.b
To begin, on I‘
First, .
A . ,’_ ' l ghore \,-qlamim
dditisnally A
Choose: -/ wa Hu.i\
Next, . i S
Also, CarniVores legs
Additionally, . .
SK&
Last : kY
Choose:
Finally,
Last, Seme
In the end, 4"“05’\\".5
I feel “:lE se glmnri [I; nr‘ols e id’ﬂl’}‘l‘iﬂq
Repeat your opinion. but use different words. -
Thisbookw@ Y?IDLE yov_dino qurf .
Tell what your audience will do or think about the story or information.
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Opinion: Stage Six
(Grade 3)

Opinion 1 or 3 Paragraphs about a Text

Content and Organization Organizer and Sample Writing
Introduction

ek Suamm . ook o Sommary e Toprer ook Basbgrownd
chk‘Su ! ary of the Texvt. A\'\%\O SonNSeN wyote CSU\KUQ?
Narrative: Title, author, main character h \ ) )
and the problem or main event of story. Opinion: Ty tNE S_I.Or\_\jj \__Xﬁ 1S o %unn _9 P' 9 -

Information: Tiﬂe’ au':hor’ subjeCt and big Transition: Transition: Transition:

oot beinormation Serens At the shre, | Ao
Topic Sentence: Tells the big idea of the Reason: Reason:

information. Use the Secret Formula:

AY|
Subject + Big Idea. Q me S
) v,

Body ,

Details: List Reasons that Support Expand: h [Expand: [Expand:

Opinion _\,m cnose s

Expand Details: Add more informa- 5 @CO.USQ m b9

tion to sentences by telling more, why @ 'S S0 QQ'\ o
or how about each detail sentence. °

. Conclusion: : ' : ~

Conclusion " That plop 1s hilarious!

Repe.:at the ".l"he51s Stafemel?t: Shappy Endieg I‘F‘ 5L n_{, o -h c kl e 50 or ,Q) nn 'j
(Subject + Big Idea) using different . {

words. b(‘)r\g 9 '\'he,‘(\ re,O\d '\Jr“f) S Y'y .

Snappy Ending: End with a connec-

tion, reflection, or reccommendation. B

Al :
- «

/Pﬂj \QG(?)IQ(]O\(},,

L

Sentences

Different Sentence Beginnings and
Important Words (Domain-Specific)

[
MATCNOSRS CALS, [T T 00

Expand Sentences

Effective and Accurate Word Choices: . |

] N .
Nouns (precise, specific nouns) UUIUS GYPQSQS [0 DI
Adjectives (modify important J() J
nouns) .

AreaS DPCOUSE e 19 o010l
AT

Figurative Language (images pop)

Verbs (tell how action is performed)

ransitions (appropriately clari AW ‘ |

:clile relztions(hipfs a}r)no;;gy ic{easf};nd NV mlom 'l bU-) [ (M,\Les o H(Xg&

g ords Words o phrases AN T Sy ey arort-hke

(e.g. a%so ano'ther and r};ore but) Naeill JONNAO WIOTE Vilib:) J S JJ

to expand sentences or add new ' ‘ ' L L] : : -~ .!

sentences to details. IS 00 IS aDOU a glr a \OW\O\(AO. ﬂ 19 !5 | O\.HOU_S‘

Mechanics =

apitals and Stops “ A - L | ' AN
Copialse s of Text Norea ggacia gt arpig. T LT YOUINT K Y iy
Commas: In a Series, Conjunctions, T ) T . ‘ . |
and Dates - e~ SIor D s IS O TP TAne T Teart TS Sy
Commas after Transitions (if needed) J’ v WALV J
Quotation Marks
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Opinion: Stage Six
(Grade 3)

Opinion 1 or 3 Paragraphs about a Topic

Content and Organization

Introduction

Hook + Background: Grabs the reader’s
attention, then tells about the event,
problem, issue, trend, idea, rule, claim,
or value that led to the opinion.

Topic Sentence: Tells the big idea of the
information. Use the Secret Formula:
Subject + Big Idea.

Body
Details: List Reasons that Support
Opinion

Expand Details: Add more informa-
tion to sentences by telling more, why|

or how about each detail sentence.

Conclusion
Repeat the Thesis Statement:

(Subject + Big Idea) using different
words.

Snappy Ending: End with a connec-

tion, reflection, or reccommendation.

Sentences

Different Sentence Beginnings and
Important Words (Domain-Specific)

Expand Sentences
Effective and Accurate Word Choices:
Nouns (precise, specific nouns)

Adjectives (modify important
nouns)

Figurative Language (images pop)
Verbs (tell how action is performed)
Transitions (appropriately clarify
the relationships among ideas and
concepts.)
Linking Words: Words or phrases
(e.g., also, another, and, more, but)
to expand sentences or add new
sentences to details.
Mechanics

Capitals and Stops

Commas: In a Series, Conjunctions,

and Dates

Commas after Transitions (if needed)

Quotation Marks

Organizer and Sample Writing

Booki-Quicks Topic: Hook + Backgroun
D\o\ T\pm%);ﬂeﬂd Yo exercise euerjdog
Opinion: I “I‘hlﬂk mU) C[qss S}\O\)Idgg ezul!:men'i‘ .
[Transition: Transition: Transition:
A\SO.’ F_'\na“q.,
[Reason: [Reason: Reason:
(o]
YUK | ohs
AP,
[Expand: O [Expand: Expand:
o Py TR
: .
N ()
run
. R S ) a
Conclusion:
T fnow my closs Needs +ou,s ®
Snappy Ending: I m
me tub
Corth fod Shag] S Pment fills vp

Opinion Organizer: 1-3 Paragraphs
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Opinion: Stage Seven
(Grades 4-5)

Opinion Paragraph about a Text

Content and Organization

Different Sentence Beginnings and Important Words
(Domain-Specific)

QS: Quick Summary
O: Opinion

Transition
Evidence

Analysis

L pm 3

Make a Connection

Expand Sentences

Effective and Accurate Word Choices:
Nouns (precise, specific nouns)

Sentences

Mechanics
Demonstrates grade level
appropriate conventions;
errors are minor and do

not obscure meaning.

Adjectives (modify important nouns)
Figurative Language (images pop)

Verbs (tell how action is performed)

Transitions (appropriately clarify the relationships
among ideas and concepts.)

Linking Words: Words or phrases (e.g., for instance, in
order to, in addition) to expand sentences or add new
sentences to details.

Organizer and Sample Writing

Back It Up! Back It Up! SO-TEAM!

S TEAM =

duA A(QruzzaCCorhosf Garden Tme#/ShW)
((pfescnpﬂan 'For A HM“H@ H“’W

-Tl

O: I am cony nced

T: OY\Q Compe,lliflg reason NC{S& [ @mm

MA s 52”31?? Rl
®

wmgag %V‘& Hy

ol e K ek
J —_———

A: IP

M: C)}Qfen) discoveries IIMPYOVﬂ %@

Plants and the Workplace

Judy Alleruzza, the co-host of a top-rated
gardening show, wrote the article, “Prescription
for a Healthy Home” to tell her readers about
plants in the workplace. After reading this ma-
terial, I am convinced that plants can transform
unhealthy work environments into healthy, pro-
ductive settings.

One compelling reason that backs my
opinion, is the research conducted by NASA. The
author explained how this government agency
discovered that plants remove 87% of bad indoor
gases, and replace them with clean air. Did I men-
tion that this occurs every twenty-four hours?
That’s amazing! Let’s think about the benefits. If
plants remove the pollutants, then people will be
healthier and more productive. Isn’t it incredible
how often discoveries can improve people’s lives

and our world. Now bring on the plants!
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Opinion: Stage Seven
(Grades 4-5)

Content and Organization

¢ Quick Summary
Opinion
Transition

Evidence

Opinion Paragraph about a Topic

Sentences

Different Sentence Beginnings and Important Words
(Domain-Specific)

Expand Sentences

Effective and Accurate Word Choices:
Nouns (precise, specific nouns)

Mechanics
Demonstrates grade level
appropriate conventions;
errors are minor and do

not obscure meaning.

Analysis

2> ma 0

Make a Connection

Adjectives (modify important nouns)
Figurative Language (images pop)

Verbs (tell how action is performed)

Transitions (appropriately clarify the relationships
among ideas and concepts.)

Linking Words: Words or phrases (e.g., for instance, in
order to, in addition) to expand sentences or add new
sentences to details.

Organizer and Sample Writing

Back It Up! Back It Up! SO-TEAM!

SEEAINE

Som@, People Ma think... % 5%

\m% ‘(“‘Q\éb
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é%sﬁmhm 1 f

=

W By well lo
role mode| 25" (ol

Never Give vp

The most mporfant facter

O oxpodrbion  ocached 05

ond o doobj( Hars Sl/\ows how

A Dl &5

S urelﬂg - i e chowsei e

/oaLvP

John Wesley Powell

Some people may think it impossible for a
one-armed man to battle raging rapids and starva-
tion, but it is true. Back in the late 1860’s, the first
boat expedition through the passage of the Grand
Canyon was led by such a man. In my opinion, John
Wesley Powell is a role model of a person who fol-
lows his dreams no matter the obstacles.

The most important factor to support this
claim are his actions during the dangerous trip. The
expedition became grueling when a boat crashed
and sank, taking with it many supplies. Many of
his men deserted the group, but Powell believed in
his journey and kept going until he reach the Grand
Canyon. Let’s face it! Beyond a doubt, Powell could
have easily quit. No one would have blamed him.
As a matter of fact, some of his men (all of them had
both arms) left when things got rough. Yet, Powell
with his “can-do” attitude didn’t even consider quit-
ting. He was determined to reach his goal. Surely,
people today should honor, admire, and learn from
a person who looked danger in the eye in order to
make a dream come true.
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Opinion: Stage Eight
(Grades 4-5)

Content and Organization

Introduction
QS: Quick Summary
O: Opinion
Body

T: Transition

E: Evidence

A: Analysis

M:

Conclusion
C: Conclusion
R: Reflection

Make a Connection

Opinion Essay about a Topic or Text

(Domain-Specific)
Expand Sentences

Effective and Accurate Word Choices:
Nouns (precise, specific nouns)

Adjectives (modify important nouns)
Figurative Language (images pop)

Verbs (tell how action is performed)

sentences to details.

Sentences Mechanics
Different Sentence Beginnings and Important Words Demonstrates grade level

Transitions (appropriately clarify the relationships
among ideas and concepts.)

Linking Words: Words or phrases (e.g., consequently,
specifically) to expand sentences or add new

appropriate conventions;
errors are minor and do

not obscure meaning.

Organizer
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Opinion: Stage Eight
Sample Writing

Stop the Explorers!

Imagine making a mistake that will hurt our people until the end of time? Recently, strange
men sailed into our world, landed on our shores, and offered us friendship. As time has gone by, they
are now turning into foes, not friends. My brave tribe, I believe we should turn these strangers away
and tell them to leave, or they will destroy our people.

One compelling reason why these explorers should go is something we never questioned, our free-
dom. They don’t think of us as equals. Instead, they will enslave us, and force us to feed, shelter, and cloth
all them. Some of our people have been captured and now work in their fields growing food and collect-
ing wood, or carrying heavy bricks to build their missions. As a rule, every one of our people have always
made their own decisions and choices. Yet, these outsiders want total power over us all. Why can't these
visitors treat us the way they want to be treated, with respect?

While the thought of slavery is terrible, their smallpox is a lethal weapon. These men bring
strange illnesses that we can not see. Hence, germs will kill more of our people than their weapons. These
germs can hide on clothing, blankets, even in these men’s sneezes. Once the germs find us, we will die a
slow, painful death. Please understand that this invisible killer may cause our people to disappear from
our mother earth forever.

An additional point for rejecting these strangers is our beloved land. We are the caretakers of our
world, not owners. However, the explorers have traveled all over the world killing others for land. What
makes us feel they won't kill us. If any of us do survive, we will lose rights to live and go where we please.
As a rule, we hunt, sleep, and travel where we choose because the land belongs to no one. In contrast,
these men will control the land and our people because they believe they have the right. Definitely, their
different point of view will change how things are done in our world. No teamwork. No understanding.
They will never accept our ways.

I know we should turn our backs on these strangers, or we are doomed. Sometimes, change

can destroy a group. Beware of outsiders who don't listen or cooperate.
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Argumentative Writing:
Organizers and Stages 9-10
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Write
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At-A-Glance Argument Organizers (Grade 6)

Stage: 9
Sixth Grade

Pick a Side! Now Start Arguing! Pick a Side! Now Start Arguing!

2@3: Background: Why should I care?

Introduce the issue and why it is important. B

A: Argument: Pickaside! @ @
Choose and state your debatable argument: =~

1. POLICY: Argue for/ against a policy: s Ac
Due to the (explain problem), (proposed action) should be... I N\ *

2. CLAIM: Argue the causes or effects of what happened:

(Name the person, place or thing) caused (name what thing or event happened.)

3.ISSUE: Argue the value of something:
(Name the subject of the argument) is (give your opinion). T

4.FACT: Argue if something is a fact:
Although many people believe (fact from opposition), actually (your claim about fact).

T = Tl‘ ans i ti on: ' Smooth transition!

Words that smoothly transition to the paragraph.

17

_ R . This better make sense!
R = nKeason: Give a relevant reason for the argument.

E _ E . d . “: Back it up! Back it up!
= rpvidence: What credible evidence backs up your reason?

E:

E E l . I What does that evidence mean?
= pxXplain: How does it support your argument? Lo
P PP K Citation:

Content: 1-2 Paragraphs
B: Background

A: Argument
T: Transition
R: Reason
E: Evidence
E: Explain
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At-A-Glance

Argument Organizers (Grade 6)

Stage: 10
Sixth Grade

Introduction:

Hook: Grab the reader’s attention to read the essay.

(g? Background: Who cares? Why should I have to know this?

Introduce the issue and tell why it is important.

e

O Thesis Statement: Argument + 3 Reasons)
TN

B = Background. Start with a Hook!
A = Argument

Body (Repeat for all 3 Reasons):

The Body includes TR E.E. paragraphs that show the evidence and rescarch that support the thesis
statement or argument.

~*

~ T = Transition: Words that smoothly transition to the paragraph.
& R =Reason: Give a relevant reason for the argument (claim or issue).

% ?\
w_ E=Evidence: Back the reason up with credible evidence.

!
@l E = Explain: Explain how the evidence supports the claim or issue.

Conclusion:
Restate why the claim is important to the reader.

é Conclusion: Restate the Thesis using different words. Highlight the
N reasons and evidence from the Body.

Snappy Ending: End with a general warning of the consequences if the
reader does not support the claim and the benefits if the reader does

support the claim.

C = Conclusion
S = Snappy Ending

Content: 5-Paragraph Essay
Introduction
Background

> @

Argument

Body

T: Transition
R: Reason
E: Evidence
E: Explain

Conclusion
Conclusion
R: Reflection

0
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Argument: Stage Nine
(Grade 6)

Content and Organization

Argument Paragraph about a Topic

Sentences
Different Sentence Beginnings and Important Words

Mechanics

B: Background

(Domain-Specific)

A: Argument (Claim) Expand Sentences
T: Transition

R: Reason

E: Evidence

E: Explain

Demonstrates grade level
appropriate conventions;

errors are minor and do

Effective and Accurate Word Choices:
Nouns (precise, specific nouns)

not obscure meaning.

Adjectives (modify important nouns)
Figurative Language (images pop)

Verbs (tell how action is performed)

Transitions (appropriately clarify the relationships
among ideas and concepts.)

Linking Words: Words, phrases and clauses to clarify
the relationships among claim(s) and reasons.

Organizer and Sample Writing

Pick a Side! Now Start Arguing!

B: Background: Why should I care?

Introduce the issue and why it is important.

A: Argument: Pickaside! @ @
Choose and state your debatable argument: =~~~

1. POLICY: Argue for/against a policy: s
Due to the (explain problem), (proposed action) should be... il N

2. CLAIM: Argue the causes or effects of what happened:
(Name the person, place or thing) caused (name what thing or event happened.)

3. ISSUE: Argue the value of something:
(Name the subject of the

4. FACT: Argue if something is a fact:
Although many people believe (fact from opposition), actually (your claim about fact).

gument) is (give your opini

Pick a Side! Now Start Arguing!

Why is it that, when people are hungry they often turn to fast food to feed
their cravings? These meals are inexpensive, save time, and are quite tasty.
As a matter, The National Restaurant Association reports, “Americans
spend well over $100 billion a year on this type of nourishment.” But, one
must wonder if this type of food is detrimental?

Although most people think fast food is unhealthy, actually it has many
nutritious benefits.

One convincing reason people should continue this diet

T = Transition: ' Smooth transition!

Words that smoothly transition to the paragraph.

124

R _ R . This better make sense!
= hkeason: Give a relevant reason for the argument.

Back it up! Back it up!
What credible evidence backs up your reason?

E = Evidence: “

. ! What does that evidence mean?
E= EXplaln: . How doesit support your argument?

is the increase in the number of salads on the most popular restaurants’
menus.

32

Angela Ogunjimi from the National Institute of Health reports,
“According to the New York Times, McDonald’s sells more salads
that any restaurant in the country.”

E:

This news report demonstrates that high numbers of people still eat fast
food, but their choices are changing from greasy, fatty foods to healthy
choices.

Citation: Advantages and Disadvantages of Fast Food. 15 Decemebr 2012.

www.livestrong.com
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Argument: Stage Ten
(Grade 6)

Argument Essay about a Topic

Content and Organization Sentences Mechanics
Introduction Different Sentence Beginnings and Important Words Demonstrates grade level

B: Background (Domain-Specific) appropriate conventions;

Expand Sentences

A: Argument errors are minor and do
Effective and Accurate Word Choices: .
k o not obscure meaning.
Body Nouns (precise, specific nouns)
T: Transition Adjectives (modify important nouns)
R: Reason Figurative Language (images pop)
E: Ev1de.nce Verbs (tell how action is performed)
E: Explain Transitions (appropriately clarify the relationships
among ideas and concepts.)
Conclusion

Linking Words: Words, phrases and clauses to clarify

C: Conclusion the relationships among claim(s) and reasons.

R: Reflection

Organizer
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Argument: Stage Ten
Sample Writing

Cell Phones in the Classroom

The 21st Century is coming! No, wait! Believe it or not, that time is now. Yet, walk into
classrooms across America and students are using the same archaic tools to prepare for their
futures. Budget problems and lack of professional development hinder classrooms from oper-
ating like futuristic learning centers. A simple and effective solution to this problem comes in

a small package. Cell phones are valuable educational tools. These amazing devices will save

teachers money, increase their teaching time, and develop home-school partnerships.

The first benefit immediately affects educators” pocketbooks. Most teachers spend a
great deal of personal funds purchasing learning aides and tools for their students. According
to the Merriam-Websters” website, the average cost of a hardback dictionary is slightly over
twenty-dollars. To equip one class set of the necessary reference tools (thesaurus, atlas, etc.)
exceeds hundreds of dollars, possibly closer to one-thousand dollars. These are essential re-
sources every student utilizes on a daily basis. Yet, many classrooms lack these aides or have
out-of-date copies. The cell phone, on the other hand, includes these common resources as
well as calculators, and the internet. Imagine students utilizing the most up-to-date learning
tools every year with no monetary cost to the teacher. Teachers don’t need to imagine
because the tools are already available. According to the marketing company C&R Research,
“...22 percent of young children (ages 6 to 9) own a cell phone and 60 percent of tweens (ages
10 to 14) own a cell phone.” These devices, not only provide students with learning aides, but
also supply instant updates. This is a must for every twenty-first century. Without this mod-
ern tool in the classroom, students are forced to utilize out-of-date materials, or educators will
need to fork-out big bucks to stock their classrooms with more current editions.

While the monetary costs are compelling, the increase in instructional minutes is a co-
gent reason for this tool. The time students waste retrieving reference tools and other aides is
alarming. As a matter fact, in The Journal of Educational Research, author Lawrence Leonard
states “Limiting the number of intrusions into the classroom setting is essentially protecting
the learning environment from potential negative effects of the supporting environment.” Cell
phones are hand held devices easily stored in student’s desks. These tools will virtually elimi-

nate the wasted time students spend to retrieve resources from book shelves. Another time
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Argument: Stage Ten
Sample Writing

saver is the phone itself. In a TESL journal publication, authors Weschler and Pitts conducted an
experiment to measure the differences between paper dictionaries and electronic dictionaries. They
reported, “Our students could look up words about 23% faster with electronic dictionaries.” This tool
provides every teacher with more instructional time and less hassles from transitions.

The most exciting and convincing reason for cell phones is the home-school partnerships they
will build. National researcher and advisor, Tanya Roscorla reports, “In English language arts, the
standards call for students to use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing,
as well as to interact and collaborate with others. This includes writing blog posts and comment-
ing on blogs...” Parents will be thrilled to access digital information and communicate via classroom
blogs eliminating the hassles and confusions caused by paper assignments. Parents and teachers can
easily partner in the education of their students.

All teachers should promote cell phones as valuable learning aides to increase learning time
and home-school connections. The time is now to take advantage of this valuable tool that most stu-
dents already own. Don’t take baby steps into 21st Century learning. Instead, soar through the pro-

cess with these valuable tools.
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